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National Transportation Safety Board 
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: Philadelphia, PA Accident Number: DCA06MA022

Date & Time: 02/07/2006, 2359 EST Registration: N748UP

Aircraft: Douglas DC-8 Injuries: 3 Minor

Flight Conducted Under: Part 121: Air Carrier - Non-scheduled

Analysis 
The Safety Board's full report is available at http://www.ntsb.gov/publictn/2007/AAR0707.pdf. The 
Aircraft Accident Report number is NTSB/AAR-07/07.
On February 7, 2006, about 2359 eastern standard time,  United Parcel Service Company flight 1307, 
a McDonnell Douglas DC-8-71F, N748UP, landed at its destination airport, Philadelphia International 
Airport, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, after a cargo smoke indication in the cockpit. The captain, first 
officer, and flight engineer evacuated the airplane after landing. The flight crewmembers sustained 
minor injuries, and the airplane and most of the cargo were destroyed by fire after landing. The 
scheduled cargo flight was operating under the provisions of 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 121 
on an instrument flight rules flight plan. Night visual conditions prevailed at the time of the accident.

Probable Cause 
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
an in-flight cargo fire that initiated from an unknown source, which was most likely located within 
cargo container 12, 13, or 14. Contributing to the loss of the aircraft were the inadequate certification 
test requirements for smoke and fire detection systems and the lack of an on-board fire suppression 
system.

Findings

Occurrence #1: FIRE
Phase of Operation: DESCENT

Findings
1. (C) CARGO/BAGGAGE - FIRE
2. (F) FIRE EXTINGUISHER,CARGO - LACK OF
3. FIRE WARNING SYSTEM,CARGO - INADEQUATE
4. SMOKE DETECTOR(S) - INADEQUATE
5. (F) ACFT/EQUIP,INADEQUATE STANDARD/REQUIREMENT
6. (F) INADEQUATE CERTIFICATION/APPROVAL
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Co-Pilot Information

Certificate: Airline Transport Age: 40

Airplane Rating(s): Multi-engine Land Instrument Rating(s):

Other Aircraft Rating(s): Instructor Rating(s): 

Flight Time: 7500 hours (Total, all aircraft), 5 hours (Last 90 days, all aircraft), 5 hours (Last 30 days, all aircraft), 4 
hours (Last 24 hours, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Douglas Registration: N748UP

Model/Series: DC-8 Engines: 4 Turbo Fan

Operator: UNITED PARCEL SERVICE CO Engine Manufacturer: CFM International

Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

Flag carrier (121) Engine Model/Series: CFM56-2C1

Flight Conducted Under: Part 121: Air Carrier - Non-scheduled

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Condition of Light: Night

Observation Facility, Elevation: kphl Weather Information Source: Weather Observation Facility

Lowest Ceiling: None Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 9 knots / , 300°

Temperature: 1°C Visibility 10 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point: ATLANTA, GA (ATL) Destination: PHILADELPHIA, PA (PHL)

Airport Information 

Airport: PHILADELPHIA INTL (PHL) Runway Surface Type:

Runway Used: NA Runway Surface Condition:

Runway Length/Width:  

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 3 Minor Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: In-Flight and On-Ground

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Latitude, Longitude:  
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Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Frank Hilldrup Adopted Date: 01/31/2008

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s investigations. 
Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s Record Management Division 
at pubinq@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after this date are available at 
http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/. 

1

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress 
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the 
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government 
agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special 
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of 
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.
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